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212 Community views survey forms were returned from our 325 households
130 People attended the community futures event

20 Stakeholder meetings and interviews were held with local groups, businesses, and support organisations
Thanks to everyone who took part.

INTRODUCTION
This Community Action Plan summarises community views about:
7 Muthill now
7 the vision for the future of Muthill
7 the issues that matter most to the community
7 our priorities for projects and action
The plan will be our guide for what we, as a community, try to make happen over the next 5 years.

MUTHILL COMMUNITY FUTURES
STEERING GROUP

LOCAL PEOPLE
HAVE THEIR SAY

The preparation of the Action Plan has been guided
by a local steering group which brought together
representatives from the Muthill Public Hall Committee,
Muthill and Tullibardine Community Council, Muthill
Scottish Women’s Rural Institute, Muthill Church of
Scotland, Muthill in Bloom, Muthill Friends of Guiding,
Muthill Scout Group, Muthill Primary School Parent
Partnership, Muthill Pre-School, Muthill Community
Development Association (MCDA) and individual residents.

The Action Plan has been informed by extensive
community engagement carried out over a four month
period from September to December 2010.
The process involved:
• stakeholder interviews and meetings – with different
groups and individuals representing all aspects of the
community
• carrying out a community views survey, which was
delivered to all households
• preparing a community profile detailing facts and
figures about the community
• organising a Community Futures Event  

OUR COMMUNITY NOW
Summarised below are the main facts and figures from the Community Profile and some of
the views from the Community Views Survey. Full copies of these reports are available from
the steering group on request.
LOCATION

SCHOOLS & CHILDCARE

Muthill is an attractive historic and traditional village
approximately 3 miles from the small town of Crieff in the
heart of rural Perthshire.

Schools

POPULATION

• High Schools at Crieff and Auchterarder and Morrison’s
Academy in Crieff are the main secondary schools

The population of the village and surrounding countryside
is around 1,000. It has not grown significantly over the
last 20 years but it has changed with younger families
moving in over the last 5 – 7 years. It now has a balanced
mix of age groups not dissimilar in composition to that of
Perth and Kinross as a whole.

HOUSING
There are just over 350 houses in the study area. There
are lower percentages of owner occupation and social
rented housing in Muthill than for either Perth and
Kinross Council area or Scotland and a correspondingly
high level of private rented housing. This is mainly due
to Drummond Estate being a private landlord. The Estate
owns and rents out 60 houses as well as 30 let farms in
the area. There has been relatively little house building
over the last 10 years with only around 16 houses built
within the Community Council area since 2001.

• St. Dominic’s Primary School in Crieff

Nursery, Out of School Care, Playgroup, Childcare
• Muthill Preschool Nursery – parent run nursery
providing early years learning for under 5s during
term time
• Muthill Parent and Toddler Group – meet every
Wednesday morning in Bruce Hall
• There is no registered childcare available within
the village
There are several child minders in Crieff

HEALTH & CARE SERVICES
GP/Health Centre
• The main GP service is provided at Crieff Medical Centre
• There are other GP practices in Auchterarder

Clinics & Primary Care Services

Muthill was designated a Conservation Area in 1974 and
over 90 of the buildings in the village are listed.

• There are a number of clinics and primary care
services operating from the Health Centre in Crieff
and Auchterarder

EMPLOYMENT & THE LOCAL ECONOMY

• Outreach services include the district nurse service
and podiatry

Main employment is in the public sector and in tourism
and retail sectors and there are relatively high levels
of part time employment and self employment. Most
people travel out of the village for work either in nearby
local towns and villages like Crieff and Auchterarder or
further afield to Perth and Stirling and beyond.
There has been a decline in land based employment
although Drummond Estate employs local people and
contract with local tradesmen. Local retail now only
consists of the village shop with post office facilities, and
the garage with its small shop. The hospitality sector
includes the Barley Bree Restaurant with Rooms and The
Commercial Hotel and Pub. The largest employer in the
village is the Wardside Care Home.
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• Muthill Primary School
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Hospital & Acute Services
• The nearest hospitals are the Crieff Cottage Hospital,
Perth Royal Infirmary, Stirling Royal Infirmary and
Ninewells in Dundee

Care Facilities & Care in the Community
• There is one care home in the village at Wardside
and a number of other care homes in Crieff
• Sheltered housing is available in Crieff and
Auchterarder

OUR COMMUNITY NOW
SOCIAL & COMMUNITY
Facilities

VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT,
PARKS & OPEN SPACES

• Muthill Public Hall

Parks and open spaces include:

• Parish Church and Bruce Hall

• Coronation Park – park, recreation ground and play area

• St. James Scottish Episcopal Church

• Highlandman’s Park – historic triangular public garden
and play area

• Recreation Hall (used for Indoor Bowls)
• Preschool Nursery (in the Old Coach House)

• Millennium Gardens – an attractively planted green area

• Village Museum

• Bishops Green – a small public green space at Wardside

• Muthill Community Development Association Office

Local organisations active in maintaining and
improving the environment:

COMMUNITY GROUPS & ORGANISATIONS
Local groups include:

• Muthill in Bloom – award winners in this year’s
Britain in Bloom

• Organisations for young people – Scouts, Brownies,
Beavers, Cubs, (Guides are in Crieff)

• Muthill Primary School – support Muthill in Bloom and
have been awarded Eco Schools Green Flags

• Early Years Education and Play – toddlers,
preschool nursery

• MCDA and Gardening Club – developing local food
production and garden sharing

• Community – SWRI, Lunch Group, Whist Club

SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE & WALKS

• Environment – MCDA, Muthill in Bloom, Gardening Club
• History – Village Museum
• Culture, Arts, Music and Events – Drama Club,
Muthill Acoustic Music Appreciation Society (MAMAS),
Gala Committee

The Drummond Castle landscape immediately bordering
the north of the village is registered in Historic Scotland’s
inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes. Its formal
terraced gardens are considered the finest example of
their kind in Scotland.

• Sport – Badminton Club, Golf Club, Bowling Club,
Indoor Bowling

The main walks in the area include:

• Community Development – Community Council,
MCDA, Public Hall

• The Muthill Circular

Community Events
• Muthill Gala in June

ROADS
Muthill is on the A822/A823 from Crieff in the North and
Braco or Auchterarder in the South. The A822 is often
busy with through traffic as it is the main through road
to Crieff from the A9 and is signed from the A9 as the
tourist route to Pitlochry. It is also one of the main routes
for lorries between Stirling and Oban.

TRANSPORT
Bus services are provided by Docherty’s, Crieff Travel,
Stagecoach and Harlequin. Bus times mean that there are
often long waits in Crieff and difficulty in connecting with
services to and from Perth. The nearest railway stations
are at Gleneagles and Dunblane.

• The River Earn Walk between Crieff and Muthill
• The Coast to Coast Walk from Oban to St. Andrews
which passes through Muthill

CULTURE & HERITAGE
The village was founded by Culdee Monks in the 700s
and was once an important religious centre. The Church,
tower and graveyard are collectively a Scheduled Ancient
Monument. Muthill was almost totally rebuilt after most of
the buildings were destroyed by retreating Jacobites in 1716.
The village museum is housed in a Georgian cottage near
the old church and provides information on local history
and folk life.  

Drummond Castle & Gardens
The Castle was built in 1491 by Sir John Drummond on
land that had been granted to Sir Malcolm Drummond
for fighting with Robert the Bruce at Bannockburn.
The Gardens were originally laid out in 1630 by John
Drummond, 2nd Earl of Perth and Italianised and
embellished with a number of fine statues in 1830.
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COMMUNITY VIEWS
SURVEY: LIKES
LIKE

% OF RESPONSES

The village environment   

37%

The nature of the village – quiet, safe, and a good size

34%

Friendliness and community spirit

33%

Shops and services

23%

Surrounding countryside and walks

22%

Community facilities and activities

19%

School and preschool  

17%

Location

13%

History

12%

Everything

6%

Church

5%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
I like Muthill because it is a lovely quiet village.
Muthill in Bloom has made the village so much nicer in the years it has been working – well done.
Muthill is a lovely rural village with a real history.
It feels safe to live here.

The size of the village is just right.

I find Muthill a very friendly place, most people are ready to help
at a moments notice and get stuck in to improve the village.

A village shop/Post Office and a petrol station with a small shop.

Barley Bree, Sweeney’s Garage, Post Office.
Enthusiastic teachers and a school which takes part in the wider community.
The pre-school is in a lovely location and provides great early years education.
There’s a lot going on for such a small village – clubs and groups.

There are parks and football pitches.

The lovely walks and sense of peace when away from the main streets.
The Low Carbon Community Project – important to consider future.
Commutable – an hour to most main cities – access too to Highlands and hills.
We have a church in the heart of our community.
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COMMUNITY VIEWS
SURVEY: DISLIKES
DISLIKE

% OF RESPONSES

Traffic and parking
Public transport
Lack of shops and services
Poor community facilities/lack of activities/local information
Lack of things for young people to do/anti social behaviour  
Look of the village
Lack of paths
Housing/development/planning
Poor parks and outdoor facilities
Community differences
Impending power line/pylons
Nothing
Infrastructure – lack of mains gas/broadband etc

45%
22%
20%
16%
15%
10%
8%
8%
6%
6%
5%
5%
4%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
Traffic volume, noise, safety – cars parked on main streets – streets are ‘owned’ by cars.
rather than people.
Public transport is bad. No attempt at linking connections.
Have to spend almost 3 hours in Crieff due to bus times – feel a bit isolated if don’t have a car.
No focal point for meeting up – a pub or a café.
Poor village hall which is damp, uninviting and not fit for purpose.
We feel that Muthill does not have a social centre to suit all from the community.
Parks could be improved with more equipment.
Lack of places/things for teenagers – so hang around on street.
Access to Crieff by bike is poor and dangerous at busy times.
Shortage of affordable houses.
The clutter of signage and nasty barriers/handrails.
Poor planning decisions which have ruined aspects of the village –
insufficient attention paid to Conservation Area Status.
No mains gas – oil is very expensive.
The threat of the overhead pylons passing the village which would very
dramatically alter the setting of the outstanding Conservation Area and Muthill cemetery.
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MUTHILL: A VISION
FOR OUR FUTURE
This statement has been prepared to summarise the main aspirations for the future
as expressed by local people and organisations.
A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE WITH MODERN COMMUNITY FACILITIES
• Muthill will have retained its traditional village atmosphere and look but will also have developed modern
community facilities
• We will have developed a social hub in a new or refurbished village hall that is a great place for groups, meetings,
activities and events

A SAFE COMMUNITY – WHERE PEOPLE NOT CARS OWN THE ROADS
• Our community will be less dominated by the road that runs through it. It will have developed solutions to the
traffic and parking that improve people’s quality of life
• Muthill will have developed safe places for children to play

WELL CONNECTED TO SERVICES AND OTHER COMMUNITIES
• It will be easier to access services in Crieff, Perth and other neighbouring communities   

AN ATTRACTIVE VILLAGE WITH GREAT OPEN SPACES,
OUTDOOR FACILITIES & ACCESS TO THE COUNTRYSIDE
• We will have continued to make the village attractive and protected its built and natural environment   
• Our community will have improved the parks, open spaces and outdoor recreation facilities
• Muthill will have improved and promoted the local path network

A HEALTHY LOCAL ECONOMY & SERVICES
• We will have supported and developed our local businesses and services and developed provision for visitors as
well as locals

A VILLAGE THAT IS GOOD AT GETTING THINGS DONE
• Muthill will aim to work well together as a community and be a strong partner in our own development – working
with Perth and Kinross Council, Drummond Estate and other key organisations to progress our priorities
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MAIN STRATEGIES
& PRIORITIES
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving
in partnership with public agencies and other supporters.
COMMUNITY FACILITIES & ACTIVITIES
Muthill urgently needs a good village hall that can
provide a social hub for the community. It is a key priority
from this Community Futures process. The current hall
is not fit for purpose and inhibits community activity,
events and organisations. There is a strong desire to
find a solution that gives Muthill an easily accessible,
attractive multi-use hall.
In the short term it would be good to provide more
information about what is on in the village and do more
to provide activities for young people. Support is needed
for the pre-school nursery to secure its future and to
see whether it can be the base for developing childcare
provision in the village.

Main priorities
1. Improved or new public hall
2. Support the pre-school nursery and develop childcare
3. More opportunties for young people
4. More information – notice board/newsletter

ROADS, TRAFFIC & INFRASTRUCTURE
The main road through Muthill is busy and runs so close
to the houses that there is a real case for further traffic
calming including the investigation of a 20mph speed
restriction through the village. Improved parking and
pavements would also help to contribute to safety and to
supporting local shops and services.

LOCAL ECONOMY, HOUSING
& SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
There is a need to continue to sustain local shops and
services. There was much appreciation for the services
that currently exist and a desire to support and retain
them. Equally there was a real desire to have a village pub/
café that is a social meeting and gathering place for all.
It was recognised that there may be the need for further
affordable housing in particular to sustain services in
the future. Further development should be sensitive to
community need and reflect the scale and nature of local
buildings.
Muthill is not on mains gas and fuel costs are very
high for householders, community facilities and local
shops and services. There is a real need to build on the
energy advice already provided by Muthill Community
Development Association and to investigate what might
be done to develop renewable energy solutions.

Main priorities
1. Support the village shop and existing facilities
2. Develop café/pub/social hub
3. Appropriate and affordable housing development
4. Develop renewable energy solutions for houses and
community buildings

Other infrastructure issues include the need to upgrade
existing drainage and sewage systems. There is also
the pressing issue of trying to persuade Scottish and
Southern Energy to ‘underground’ the proposed Beauly
to Denny powerline in and around Muthill.

Main priorities
1. Traffic calming
2. Improve and signpost parking
3. Improve pavements in the village
4. Underground Beauly to Denny powerline
5. Improve drainage and sewage systems
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MAIN STRATEGIES
& PRIORITIES
VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT
& OUTDOOR RECREATION

PUBLIC TRANSPORT,
CYCLE ROUTES & FOOTPATHS

There is an opportunity to continue to improve the village
environment by developing facilities in the Park and
School and building on the work of MCDA in developing
local food production through garden sharing schemes
and productive use of open spaces.

Most major services and facilities are located in Crieff.
It is currently more difficult than it should be to get to
Crieff unless you have a car. This has a serious effect
on residents’ quality of life. Improved public transport
and a safe cycle/footpath link to Crieff are very high up
on residents’ priority list. Public transport links on to
Perth are not good and this affects access to important
facilities such as the Perth Royal Infirmary. There is also
a need to further develop path networks and associated
facilities for enjoyment for both locals and visitors.

Drainage problems in Coronation Park make it difficult to
make full use of the facilities which needs to be resolved.
There is an aspiration to have better outdoor recreational
facilities.

Main priorities
1. Improve Coronation Park
2. Develop play and sports facilities
3. Develop local food production
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Main priorities
1. Improve public transport
2. Develop cycle/footpath route to Crieff
3. Develop footpath network and associated facilities
for visitors

ACTION
A guide to the first steps to be taken over the next 12 months.
THEME 1: COMMUNITY FACILITIES & ACTIVITIES
PRIORITY 1

Improved or new public hall
• Develop immediate plans for emergency upgrade to the hall fabric to make it safe and
useable for the next 2 – 3 years
• Raise funds for and commission an Options Appraisal to look at the best options for an
improved Hall – this should include a review of all existing community facilities and how
community activities and services can best be served by a multi-functional facility in the future
• Take further action based on the results of the Options Appraisal

PRIORITY 2

Supporting the pre-school nursery and developing childcare
• Support the work of the committee to develop a financially sustainable pre-school nursery
• Support their exploration of how best to use their building
• Work with them to investigate the potential for After School Care in Muthill

PRIORITY 3

More opportunities for young people
• Carry out further work with young people to understand their needs for more activities
and better access to services and facilities
• Look at ways of developing provision based on their views

PRIORITY 4

More information
• Look at options for a good community noticeboard and/or newsletter or web site to
provide more local information about community activities, events and organisations

SUPPORTED BY

Muthill Public Hall Committee, Churches, Pre-School, MCDA, School, local young people,
PKC Youth Workers and Community Learning and Development Officers
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ACTION
THEME 2: LOCAL ECONOMY, HOUSING & RENEWABLE ENERGY
PRIORITY 1

Support the village shop and existing facilities
• Look at ways to support existing local businesses – encouraging ‘buy local’
• Support local businesses to look at how they can develop or work together

PRIORITY 2

Develop café/pub/social hub
• Explore how other communities have developed their hospitality sector for both locals
and visitors
• Discuss options with local businesses and other stakeholders and try to progress the best
options to create a social hub for the village

PRIORITY 3

Appropriate and affordable housing development
• Close cooperation between the community and Drummond Estate on the development
of new housing proposals to ensure that development is in keeping with the nature of the
community and its built environment
• Look at how development can also contribute to the implementation of other priorities
for community facilities

PRIORITY 4

Develop renewable energy solutions for houses and community buildings
• Build on the existing work of MCDA on energy advice for households
• Explore how other communities have developed solutions
• Develop new programme of work

SUPPORTED BY

Community Council, MCDA, local businesses, Drummond Estate

THEME 3: ROADS, TRAFFIC & INFRASTRUCTURE
PRIORITY 1

Traffic calming
• Community to work closely with PKC and the Police to look at the potential to introduce
a 20mph limit through the village
• Look at other types of traffic calming including the development of calming gateways
to the village
• Implement the best option

PRIORITY 2

Improve and signpost parking
• Look at ways of making more of the existing parking – upgrading sites and signing them
more clearly

PRIORITY 3

Improve pavements in the village
• Work with PKC to look at ways of improving pavements in and around the village
e.g. along the main road, up to the cemetery, and at Wardside
• This should include improvements to existing barriers throughout the village

PRIORITY 4

Underground Beauly to Denny powerline
• Continue to support the Community Council led work to lobby for the undergrounding
of the powerline around Muthill

PRIORITY 5

Improved drainage and sewage systems
• Lobby for improvements

SUPPORTED BY
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Community Council, PKC, Police, local businesses, Scottish Environment Protection Agency
(SEPA), Drummond Estate
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ACTION
THEME 4: VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT & OUTDOOR RECREATION
PRIORITY 1

Improve Coronation Park
• Further assessment on whether there is a solution to the drainage problems that limit
the parks use
• Develop proposals for improvement if this is possible and seek funding for upgrade
– taking into account the need to develop play and sports facilities

PRIORITY 2

Develop play and sports facilities
• Assess need and best places to improve and develop play and sports facilities
(Coronation Park/School or other location)
• Develop proposals for improvements to both play and sports provision
• Take into account the need for play provision for older young people and for a multi-use
games area (MUGA) that can be used all year round and in the evenings
• Seek funding to implement proposals

PRIORITY 3

Develop local food production
• Continue to support the work of MCDA and the Gardening Club in developing garden sharing.
• Look at ways of using open spaces or other land for food production

SUPPORTED BY

Community Council, PKC, MCDA, School, Police, Gardening Club, Drummond Estate

THEME 5: PUBLIC TRANSPORT, CYCLE ROUTES & PATH NETWORKS
PRIORITY 1

Improve public transport
• Work with Perth and Kinross Council and bus providers to look at ways of improving the
existing service
• This should include looking at ways of improving connections to Crieff e.g. extending the
Crieff Town Bus service to cover Muthill

PRIORITY 2

Develop cycle/footpath route to Crieff
• Support MCDA work on a feasibility study for this route
• Raise funding for path construction

PRIORITY 3

Develop path network and associated services for visitors
• Look at ways of making more of the existing network – providing information and signage
and path upgrade
• Look at ways of supporting the needs of local young people for mountain biking

SUPPORTED BY

Community Council, PKC, MCDA, local businesses, local young cyclists
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MAKING IT HAPPEN
If you are interested and want to get involved or know more about any of the Themes
please contact the following people:
THEMES

CONTACT

EMAIL ADDRESS & TELEPHONE

Community Facilities
& Activities
Local Economy, Housing
& Renewable Energy
Roads, Traffic
& Infrastructure
Village Environment
& Outdoor Recreation
Public Transport,
Cycle Routes & Paths

Sandy Black
Ann Taylor

sandymcgb@aol.com
ant1935@hotmail.co.uk

01764 681730
01764 681426

Cameron McKenzie
Andrew Brickell

jcm_wynd@yahoo.co.uk
a.j.brickell@talk21.com

01764 681266
01764 681376

Ailsa Mooney
Donald Hood

ailsamooney@hotmail.co.uk
donaldohood@aol.com

01764 681655
01764 681329

Helen Clark
Derek Dunsire

no email
derek.dunsire@glasgow.gov.uk

01764 681465
01764 681625

Val Hadden
Sam MacDonald

merval@bbmax.co.uk
sammacd@freenetname.co.uk

01764 681412
01764 681724

A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST FOR MUTHILL?
We will explore the creation of an umbrella community company that will bring together the different organisations
and be a vehicle for raising funds and developing priority projects. This will be progressed over 2011 and involve all
local interested groups and individuals in working out the best structure for our community.
The formation of this organisation will build on the successful cooperation between the Public Hall Committee,
Community Council, MCDA and the Muthill community that has led to the production of this Action Plan.
For general information contact:
Public Hall Committee: Sandy Black
Email: sandymcgb@aol.com
Tel: 01764 681730
Community Council: Donald Hood
Email: donaldohood@aol.com
Tel: 01764 681329
MCDA: Derek Dunsire
Email: derek.dunsire@glasgow.gov.uk
Tel: 01764 681625
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This Community Action Plan sets out the priorities for the development of Muthill
over the next 5 years as determined by the community through an extensive process
of community engagement carried out over a four month period in late 2010.
THE PLAN CONTAINS
• A summary of our Community Profile
• Our main likes and dislikes as identified in
our Community Views Household Survey
• Our Vision Statement for the Future of Muthill
• The main themes and priorities for action
• Information on how you can stay in touch and get involved
The Plan is for the whole community and is jointly owned by all the organisations and individuals that took part in its
preparation. We will be working together to ensure its implementation over the next 5 years.
Muthill Public Hall Committee • Muthill & Tullibardine Community Council • Muthill Community Development Association
Thanks to all those who took their time to share their views and take part.
We are grateful to the Small Town and Rural Development Group for supporting our work and to The Big Lottery
Awards for All and Rural Tayside LEADER for funding. Muthill Community Futures is being part-financed by the Scottish
Government and the European Community Tayside LEADER 2007 – 2013 Programme.
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